As medical students, we spend much of our education busily learning vast amounts of information in order to gain the knowledge we require to become competent clinicians. Much of the first two years of medical school is spent in didactic teaching. In the third and fourth years of our education we rush around the hospital during our clinical clerkship years attempting to apply that knowledge and to learn our craft from our mentors and supervisors. We are immersed in the here and the now and passing the next looming exam! Even though we are the future leaders in healthcare, we are rarely asked what we think the future of medicine holds. This is a shame, since in my experience as a student at the Schulich School of Medicine and Dentistry I have found that my classmates have many ideas and great vision as to the future of the practice of medicine. We are also in a unique position of still maintaining our sense of idealism as we have not been working on the frontlines for very long. We can see where change can occur since our experiences in the wards and clinics are fresh and new. Having never come across resistance and barriers to change, we can imagine the possibilities that the future can hold. It is for this very reason that in this issue of the UWOMJ we have decided to explore what medical students believe the future holds for medicine. I hope that you enjoy reading these pages and take the opportunity to dream
and to envision what you hope will be the future of medicine and embolden yourself to make change happen.
My own personal vision of the future of medicine is biased by my previous experience as a research scientist. I believe that the merging of the fields of molecular biology, biochemistry, materials science, engineering and nanotechnology will occur in the very near future and will lead to medical breakthroughs and treatments that are only now emerging from the realms of our imagination. We are entering an age that is full of promise and will reveal the mechanisms of numerous human diseases.
These advances will lead to new treatment options for patients.
The age of personalized medicine is just beginning and it is going to change the way we practice medicine. We are approaching an exciting era full of enormous change.
Today's physicians will need to develop public policy and lobby for the best delivery of future technologies. And both today's physician and tomorrow's physician will need to decide which technologies we adapt, always keeping humanity's best interests in mind as we progress towards an exciting tomorrow. 
